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“thin the past year, the Department of Defense has irdtiated a 
program directed toward ieproving methods of protecting sensitive 
information. “here practioal, the Department has kept secure details 
as to misadle firingess prohibited closeup photography of our missiles, 
apace vehicles and supporting facilities and has not annmumeed when 
important system tests are being held. The primary purpose has been 
to avoid giving progress detaila on defense systems develomsent. wich, 
umier previous procedures, sade such information available te foreign 
intellicence agente, permitting then to mike detailed weanon system 
analysete 

The Department has recently directed that siilar precedurwe be 
aovlied to advaneed alreraft research and develooment efforts which are 
heing directed toward imoroved high performance aireraft and other 
classified defensive weapons system deve programs. In accord 
with this policy, further details of thie program are not availablc 
for publia diesenination, 
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SHAP (UNCONTROLLED) 


The abreraft which (erashed) (made a fored landing) at | 
on was an experimental prototype 
being used in a Department of Defense research program. The aireratt. 
Was on a routine test flight at the time, 
the research ani flight test operations are being conducted 
under the supervision ant control of the United States Air Peres fram 554), 


Srenate test facility located] | Betas com 


cerning test objectives ant vehicle spesiMeations are classified. 
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